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Rune Nyord  i s  Ass i s tant  P rofessor  of  Anc ient  Egypt ian  Ar t  and Archaeo logy  at  Emory  Un ivers i t y .

Before  jo in ing  Emory  in  2018 ,  he  he ld  pos i t ions  at  the  Un ivers i t y  of  Copenhagen ,  Un ivers i t y  of

Cambr idge (Chr i s t ' s  Co l lege) ,  and the  F ree Un ivers i t y  Ber l in .  H i s  research  focuses  on  concept ions

and exper iences  of  representat ion ,  onto logy ,  and personhood in  anc ient  Egypt ,  espec ia l l y  as

ev idenced in  Midd le  K ingdom (Midd le  B ronze Age,  ear l y  2nd mi l lenn ium BCE)  funerary  cu l tu re ,  and

drawing on  a  combinat ion  of  a rchaeo log ica l  and textua l  sources .Rune Nyord ’ s  cur rent  book  pro ject

examines  the  h i s to ry  of  the  Egypto log ica l  not ion  of  the  anc ient  Egypt ian  ‘quest  fo r  e terna l  l i fe ’ .

A rgu ing that  impor tant  deta i l s  o f  th i s  f ramework  s tem more  f rom 19 th-century  expectat ions  than

f rom anc ient  Egypt ian  sources ,  the  book  exp lo res  the  poss ib i l i t y  of  der i v ing  a  a l te rnat i ve

conceptua l  f rameworks  fo r  unders tand ing Egypt ian  mor tuary  re l ig ion  f rom the  anc ient  sources

themse lves .  Re lated to  th i s  p ro ject ,  he  i s  a l so  ed i t ing  a  vo lume of  sympos ium proceedings  on

Concepts  in  Midd le  K ingdom Funerary  Cu l tu re  to  be pub l i shed by  B r i l l .
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