The Cost of Allowing Smoking in
Multi-Unit Housing
Secondhand smoke can be very damaging to both the health of the resident and the building. Adopting a
smoke-free policy helps to protect the health of the residents and value of the building.
How can secondhand smoke damage property?
Smoking in an apartment unit or condo residence can cause the following
significant property damage:1

•
•

Sticky residue on the wall, carpets, upholstery with brownish
discoloration
Stale odor in porous surfaces like carpets
Burn marks in carpets, countertops, and other surfaces

•
•
•

Sink blockage from cigarette ashes
Damage to air filter and ventilation system
Fire hazard

•

How much can secondhand smoke damage cost?

Secondhand smoke residue is obvious
after pictures are removed

.

Because of the residue and odor left behind, property managers have reported that it often costs two to three
times more to clean up and turnover a unit that has been smoked in compared to a smoke-free unit.2 The cost
associated with unit turnover can add up quickly and cause financial strain for the property owner. In heavily
smoked-in units, items like flooring, countertops and appliances need to be replaced in addition to extra coats of
paint and general cleaning costs. The cost analysis below compares the cost of turning over a smoked– in unit to a
smoke-free unit.

Cigarette burn in carpet.

What is the bottom line?
Bottom line: a smoke-free policy helps the bottom line. It saves property owners and apartment managers the
elevated turnover costs involved with turning over smoked-in units.
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For more information, please visit http://breatheeasygahomes.org/
This was adapted from the Live Smoke Free Program of Minnesota, www.mnsmokefreehousing.org

