
Measuring the 
Kitchen Table

1. Is it possible to be counted? And, 
uncounted?

2. To be heard? Without listening?
3. Is being reified, the same as being ”in”? Could 

you be reified “out”?
4. If it cannot be measured, can we even put it 

on the kitchen table?



Twenty (20) 
Broad  
Concepts



© 2023 Alyasah Ali Sewell, Critical Racism Data Lab

Introduction 
(Filters)

A1

Demographic Gender and 
Sexuality Housing

Social Network Religion Family Network Family 
Structure

Housing 
Composition Children Sexual Life Intimacy

Experiences of 
Violence Education Employment Income

Policing Incarceration Health and 
Well-Being

Civic 
Engagement

A2 A3 B1

B2 B3 C1 C2

C3 C4 D1 D2

E F1 F2 F3

F4 F5 G H

Twenty (20) Broad  Concepts



Our Wizardry

171 Survey Questionnaires

209 Programmed Questions

627 Distinct Items
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39 Stem and Leaf Questions

90 Multiple Response Questions 
(”Check all that apply”)

10 Open-Ended Questions

82 Questions with Write-In 
Options (“Other, please specify”)

Total of 627 Distinct Items

418 Leaves



© 2023 Alyasah Ali Sewell, Critical Racism Data Lab

Sexuality and 
Gender (11)

Perceptions 
of Misogynoir 

(11)
Covid 

Pandemic (40)

Police 
Violence (46)

Intimate 
Partner 

Violence (85)

Unique Instruments
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Educational
(43)

Military 
(11)

Healthcare 
(22)

Suicidality Help 
(16)

Public/Everyday 
(78)

New Ways to Measure Old 
Institutional Discrimination



What are the genders of 
your partners, both 
current and past? 

(8 types)

Have you experienced 
any of the following from 

a leader or authority 
figure in your spiritual 
community? (6 types)

How has your family of 
origin responded to you 
being LGBTQ? (12 types)

In what emotionally 
and/or physically abusive 
or threatening ways did 
your romantic or sexual 
partners act? (43 types)

© 2023 Alyasah Ali Sewell, Critical Racism Data Lab

Nominal Stem and Leaf Plots



How often do you tell the 
following categories of 
people that you are - or 

were - an LGBTQ+ 
Women? (6 frequencies)

How many people could 
you count on to 

provide…social support? 
(5 frequencies)

Which kind of assets or 
debts, if any, do you 
have? What are their 
values? (10 ordered 

values)

How frequently do you 
receive financial support 

from each of the 
following? (5 types)
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Ordered Stem and Leaf Plots
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NumericAt Time of 
Interview

Past Week 

Past 30 Days Last 12 
Months

# of Months
in Past Year

In 2020

Marking Change Across the Life Course
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Marking Change Across the Life Course

Interval

Current 
and/or Past

Due to COVID 
Pandemic Lifetime

Decades
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Intervals

• Economic Support of Others
• Forms of Political 

Participation
• Healthcare Services
• Homeownership
• Housing Status
• Psychological Distress
• Relationship Type

Duration

• Food Stamps
• Incarceration
• Received Financial Support
• Service Attendance
• Spells of Unemployment

Now and Then

• Detailed Sexual Orientations 
and Gender Expressions

• Family Planning
• Fluidity of Sexuality/Gender
• Sexuality/Gender of Partners
• Legal Guardianship
• Military Membership
• Street Economies
• Team Sports

Marking Change Across the Life Course
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Types of 
Discrimination

• I am a ${e://Field/noun} 
(sexism)

• My gender expression (non-
binary, trans, butch, 
femme)

• My sexuality (being LGBTQ+)

• My race, skin color, 
ethnicity (racism/colorism)

• My income level

• My religion

• My age

• My weight

• My disability (ableism)

Forms of 
Sexuality

• Simply for being an LGBTQ+ 
woman

• Simply for being LGBTQ+

• Because of my gender 
expression

• For sex work

• For driving under the 
influence

• I was not arrested for any of 
these reasons

Source of Care

• Yes, from any 
provider/health services

• Yes, from a women-
affirming provider/health 
services

• Yes, from an LGBTQ+ 
affirming provider/health 
services

• Yes, from an LGBTQ+ 
women-affirming 
provider/health services

• None of these

Attribution of 
Identities

• Yes, my sexual orientation

• Yes, my gender identity

• Yes, my gender expression

• No, none of these

Partnership 
Identities

• A Woman (cis* or trans)

• Non-Binary / Gender Fluid 
Person

• A Man (cis* or trans)

• LGBTQ+ Woman

• LGBTQ+ Person

• Cisgender Heterosexual 
Man

• Cisgender Heterosexual 
Woman

Intersectional Attributions
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Aromantic Asexual Asexual or 
ace Bi Dyke Bisexual Demisexual

Fag Gay Greysexual Gold Star Lesbian Omnisexual

Pansexual Queer Same Gender 
Loving Stone Trans 

Attracted Trans Dyke

Trans Fag T4T Other, please 
specify:

Detailed Sexuality or Sexual Orientations
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Teens
22%

Teens
34%

Teens
45%

Teens
47%

Teens
24% Teens

21%

Teens
32%

Teens
95%

Teens
26% Teens

19%
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Lesbian
Gay Bisexual

Asexual
Pansexual

Queer Same Gender Loving

Straight/Heterosexual

Trans attracted

T4T

Teens 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s+

Note: Only asked of those respondents who indicated that their sexuality or sexual orientation had change or has been fluid over 
the course of their lives. About 32% of respondents indicated their sexuality and/or sexual orientation had changed or been fluid.

Q3.5 - How have you expressed your sexuality or 
sexual orientation over the course of your life?*
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Agender or 
no gender

A.G. or 
Aggressive Amazon Androgynous Bulldagger Butch Butchy

femme Cis Crone

Dyke Fa’afafine Fa’afatom Femme
Femmy 

butch or 
futch

Gender 
expansive Gender fluid

Gender non-
binary or 

ENBY

Gender non-
conforming

Genderqueer Gold Star Hybrid or 
mosaic Kiki King Lipstick 

lesbian Mahu wahine Man Masculine of 
center

Non-binary Intersex Queen Tomboy Spinster Stemme Stone 
(Butch) Stud Transgender

Transfeminin
e or MTF

Transmascul
ine or FTM Two-Spirit Woman Womxn Wom*n Other, please 

specify:

Detailed Gender Identity or Gender Expressions
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Q5.8 - Have you ever been..?  Check all that apply. 
*Cis = your gender aligns with your sex assigned at birth
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