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SYLLABUS 
MESAS 100: INTRODUCTION TO THE MIDDLE EAST 

Fall 2015 
 

Please note that this syllabus may be subject to change.  You will be notified in class and by 
email if the syllabus changes in whole or part.  You are responsible for following the latest 
syllabus. 
 
Class days:    TTH: 10:00-11:15 
Classroom:     Tarbutton Hall 111 
Instructor:  Professor Gordon D. Newby (gdnewby@emory.edu) 
Office:       S307 Callaway 
Phone:   404-727-2717 
Office hours: TTH 11:30 – 12:00, and by appointment 
              
Texts:          
M. Kovacs, The Epic of Gilgamesh (Kovacs) 
J. Pritchard, The Ancient Near East (ANET) 
W. Stiebing, Ancient Near Eastern History and Culture, 2nd edition (Stiebing) 
M. Jack Suggs, The Oxford Study Bible (OSB) 
M. Pickthall, The Glorious Quran (Quran) 
J. Bloom and S. Blair, Islam: A Thousand Years of Faith and Power (Bloom&Blair) 
F. Gabrieli, Arab Historians of the Crusades (Gabrieli) 
              
Description: This course is designed to provide students with a background in the history and 
cultures of the Middle East, from the dawn of Near Eastern civilization (ca. 3000 BCE) to the 
Golden Age of Islam and the era of the Crusades (ending in the late 13th century CE). An 
additional component of the course will relate modern events in the Middle East to their 
historical backgrounds.  Mastering the course material will enable you to place past and current 
events in historical perspective. Our inquiry will be based on textual analysis, assessment of 
archaeological evidence, and historical theory. Close readings of classical texts as well as 
documentary materials will be combined with the examination of non-textual sources.  Since 
writing and discussion are important parts of the intellectual experience, you will be expected to 
write short papers and quizzes and to participate actively in class discussions. 
              
Grading: 
Class participation, events, map quiz    15% 
Attendance at 3 events or sites outside of class      10% 
2 Response papers on the readings         20% (each@10%) 
3 quizzes                       30% (each@10%) 
Final Exam                         25% 
              
MANDATORY CLASS ATTENDANCE 
Class attendance is mandatory.  Each student will have three (3) excused absences to use for any 
reason.  Any additional absences will need to be processed through the Office for Undergraduate 
Education.  Please note that every two unexcused absences will lower the final grade by one-
half point (e.g., B to B-).  Unexcused late work will be accepted only at the instructor’s 
discretion, and the grade will be reduced by one letter grade for each week that the 
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material is late. 
              
MANDATORY READINGS 
This is a demanding course, and class time relies on your having done the reading ahead of time. 
Read the material BEFORE class as indicated on the syllabus, and come prepared for spirited 
discussion! 
              
RESPONSE PAPERS 
Please submit your response papers promptly, on the dates and at the times indicated on this 
syllabus (see above). Papers should be formatted in accord with the model provided on the 
course Blackboard site and submitted on Blackboard on or before the date and time it is due.  
Papers must reflect strictly your own work and must include specific citations and references to 
sources of ideas in accordance with the Emory College Honor Code. Papers should be three 
double-spaced pages in length with 1-inch margins in 12pt Times font, and must be based on a 
close reading of primary sources. Your overall goal should be to read the pieces assigned 
carefully and to analyze their perspective, argument, and style. It is very important to refer to the 
text and quote appropriate passages to support your statements and arguments. 
              
QUIZZES 
The three quizzes will involve a map, and/or a chronology, and/or identifications of terms and 
textual excerpts; the material covered will be from the readings, lectures, and assignments. 
              
OUTSIDE EVENTS 
You must attend three events or sites outside of class that are related to any aspect of Middle 
Eastern history, religions, cultures, or languages, and have some academic or general intellectual 
content. I will be announcing upcoming events of interests, and you may alert me to additional 
relevant events that come to your attention. After attending an event, please submit a short report 
(1-2 paragraphs) summarizing the event and relating it to the course. All reports are due no 
later than a week after the event they describe. 
              
CLASS PARTICIPATION 
In addition to participation actively in class discussions of the reading material assigned for the 
day, four or five students will be asked each week (usually Tuesday) to select a topic of current 
interest relating to the Middle East, post newspaper articles from one American and three non-
American newspapers for the class to read, and lead a fifteen minute discussion on the topic. 
              
FINAL EXAM 
The final exam (Take Home) is due Friday, December 11, 2014 at 11:00 AM.  The exam will 
be partly cumulative and you will be asked to demonstrate that you have mastered the main 
themes of the course.  Do not schedule departure from campus before the end of the 
examination period. 
              
HONOR CODE  
The honor code of Emory College is, of course, ALWAYS IN EFFECT. Papers, quizzes, 
and exams MUST represent strictly your own work, and sources of ideas MUST be 
acknowledged in the papers. To refresh your memory on the particulars of the honor code, 
please visit http://www.emory.edu/COLLEGE/students/honor.html 
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CONDUCT IN CLASS 
It goes without saying (or at least it should) that private talking, texting, emailing, shopping, 
eating, or sleeping in class is inappropriate. Cell phones, blackberries, etc. should be turned off.  
Computers and tablets may be used for note-taking with permission of the instructor. 
              
SPECIAL ISSUES 
If you find that you are having any difficulties with the material in this course or its method of 
presentation, I will be pleased to discuss this matter with you or refer you to an appropriate 
source of help.  Emory University complies with the regulations of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 and offers accommodations to students with disabilities. If you are in 
need of a classroom accommodation, please make an appointment with me to discuss this as 
soon as possible. All information will be held in the strictest confidence.  
              
NOTE: The latest version of this syllabus will govern this course.  Changes to the syllabus 
will be posted on our Blackboard site and you will receive email notification. 
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LECTURE & READING SCHEDULE 
 
 
August 27 
 

Introduction to the course and to the study of the Middle East 

September 1 
 

The Rise of Civilization: Emergence of first states in Mesopotamia; 
Gilgamesh. Read Kovacs (Gilgamesh); Stiebing, 1-11, 31-48, 53-61. 
 

September 3 
 

Writing and languages; Religion in Mesopotamia and Egypt.  Read 
Stiebing, 49-53, 124-136, OSB essay 141-153 (Deity).  Map Quiz 

September 8 
 

Kingship in Mesopotamia; Hammurabi’s Code. Read (selections from 
Hammurabi’s Law Code (ANET); Stiebing, 69-84, 92-108. 
 

September 10 
 

No Class 

September 15 
 

Egyptian History and Literature. Read: Memphite Theology (ANET), 
Story of Two Brothers (ANET), The 7 Lean Years (ANET), Hymn to 
the Aton (ANET); Stiebing 117-124, 136-146, 150-170, 173-201. 
Paper #1 on Gilgamesh or Hammurabi due Tuesday, September 
16, before 2:00 AM. 
 

September 17 
 

Hittites, Egypt and the end of the Bronze Age. Read Amarna Letters 
(ANET); Stiebing, 108-112, 205-231.   

September 22 
 

Take-Home Quiz #1 on Ancient Near East; no class 

September 24 
 

Introduction to the Bible. Read: OSB essay 57-67 (Lit. of ANE) and 
Genesis 1-50 

September 29 
 

Israelites in Egypt. Read OSB Exodus 1-34 (skim chapters 21-31); 
Read Hymn of Victory of Mer-ne-Ptah (ANET) 

 
October 1 
 

No Class 

October 6 
 

The rise and adventures of the Israelite state. Read Stiebing, 234-271 
(skim 240-243, 265-271) 
 

October 8 
 

The emergence of Judaism. Read Stiebing, 275-309, 312-343 (skim 
328-335); review OSB essay 146-153 (Deity) 

 
October 13 No Class: Fall Break 
October 15 
 

Hellenism /Dead Sea Scrolls. Read OSB essays 33-47 (Historical 
Contexts), 101-111 (Dead Sea Scrolls). Paper #2 on Bible and 
Ancient Near Eastern Texts due Friday, October 17, before 5:00 
PM.  

October 20 
 

Judaism, Christianity, and the New Testament (M. Collins). Read 
OSB, 1261-1303 (Gospel According to Matthew and 
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introductions) and essay 112-121 (Early Christian Literature).   
October 22 
 

No Class: Take-Home Quiz #2 on Biblical History 

October 27 
 

Muhammad and Early Islamic History. Read Bloom&Blair, 7-33; The 
Quran, Suras 1, 7, 11, 96-114. 

 
October 29 
 

Introduction to the Quran  Read Bloom&Blair, 35-48; The Quran, 
Suras 2, 19. 
 

November 3 
 

Unity and Diversity in Islam (cont.). Read The Quran, Sura 12. 
 

November 5 
 

Islamic Dynasties: Umayyads and Abbasids. Read Bloom&Blair, 65-
102. 

November 10 
 

No Class: Take-Home Quiz #3 on Early Islamic History 

November 12 
 

The Abbasids and the Islamic Intellectual Revolution. Read Bloom & 
Blair, 102-155; Al-Andalus: Islam in Europe. 

November 17 
 

The Eastern Mediterranean on the Eve of the Crusades. Read History 
of the Crusades.pdf (course documents: Crusades) 

November 19 
 

The onset of the Crusades and Saladin. Read Pope Urban’s speech 
(course documents: Crusades), Gabrieli 64-72 (on Nur ad-Din), 73-84 
(on Frankish-Muslim relations), 87-113 (on Saladin). 
 

November 24 No Class 
November 26 No Class 
December 1 
 

The Crusades through Arab Eyes. Read Gabrieli, 119-139 (battle of 
Hittin), 139-173 (on conquest of Jerusalem), 246-252 (on death of 
Saladin). 
 

December 3 
 

Course Review 

December 8 
 

Examination Preparation 
 

December 11 FINAL EXAMINATION: Take Home due Thursday, December 
11, 11:00 AM. 
 

 
 


