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Exploratory Essay 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Throughout my process of working on my final paper, I have found and continue to find new insights in my research and ideas. When I originally thought of writing my research paper on my primary source, American Hustle, I had not watched the movie in quite a while. So, just by re-watching the movie I was able to narrow my research and create questions based on new themes that had arisen. This allowed me to look at gender identities and how they impact the plot, as well as how they illustrate feminism during that time. My secondary sources have allowed me to deeply explore the ABSCAM in which my primary source is based on: the impact of scheming, cons, politics, and feminism in American history. 	
At first my research question was going to explore the political corruption that influenced the making of my primary source. However, after discerning the larger themes of the movie, I decided that the presence of gender was so explicitly framed that there could be a meaning behind it, one which I wanted to explore. When beginning my research, I kept my options wide-open and explored many topics that I found were central to the films composition. My research on women’s role in society drew me to look deeper into how the characters of American Hustle fulfill or break these representations of women in the 1970’s. Sydney Prosser (Amy Adams) seems to have so much power and confidence; yet she also is the assistant to the two main male characters instead of the head of the operation, and her power comes from her attractiveness and sexuality. These character traits lead to a very persuasive character, which I have learned plays a vital role in cons. Sydney’s foil character Roslyn (Jennifer Lawrence) is a bitter housewife, who portrays the “stay-at-home” women, unlike Sydney’s character which exemplifies women experiencing the “Sexual Revolution”. Though seemingly degraded, Roslyn has power over Irving because of their child, and the fact that she befriends the mayor’s wife during the time, Irving and Sydney are trying to sting the mayor. These sources lead me to question which women has real power in the movie. I also considered the portrayal of these characters in the modern day, and how society is still attracted to the idea behind a “sexy scandal.” I then began to wonder how the sexualized images of these women continue to have power in the media and film industry still today. As I continue my research I hope to find what contributes to these women’s power or lack there of, focusing in a historical frame with relation to feminism in the States. 
While researching, I found several sources that covered central themes in American Hustle; however, I was unable to find sources directly related to the movie itself. Interestingly, I had to scour the web until I was able to find my only source that mentions both women and con-artistry. By using online research databases such as JStor and Emory’s DiscoverE website as resources, I was able to find compelling sources that adequately addressed my primary source, and allowed me to investigate and ascertain underlying themes in the film, even though they might have not addressed the film directly. 
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I found this source to be useful because it explored women’s political and social activity in America. Although I was slightly discouraged that this source did not have much information that I could tie directly to my primary source, it was still informative about women’s roles in politics throughout history. Steven’s writing was able to influence my own claims by addressing the lack of female representation, which correlates to the imagery seen in American Hustle, as well as with the fact that the ABSCAM didn’t acknowledge key female leads in the story. 
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