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Exploratory Essay

	The research process thus far has proved to be more enlightening than I originally thought it would. While I am generally still on the same route with regards to my research question, I have quickly discovered that I will have to continue this assignment with an open mind, as it is highly likely that my opinion and argument may have to be adapted with any additional sources. Although I only have six sources as of now, a few of them have already altered the path that I was expecting my research essay to follow. 
	I will continue to focus on the main question as to how large of a role repression against women, specifically within the art industry, affected the willingness of Margaret Keane to allow her husband to take credit for her paintings for twenty years. While this will be the main focus of my essay, I also plan on examining the character of Walter Keane and how this may have also impacted the success of the ‘Big Eyes’ hoax. 
	While attempting to find different sources for this essay, I have found it particularly hard to find good evidence backing up the claim that repression of women throughout the art industry could have helped aid Margaret Keane’s decision to allow a man to represent her work, with the idea in mind that this would lead to higher popularity and sales. I have used many different search words, yet have had little luck with finding articles or books that support exactly what I will be discussing. I hope to make another trip to the library within the next few days and speak with a librarian in order to potentially find more concrete evidence, or even to help brain storm different keywords that may have the potential of yielding more results Although I do not have as much evidence currently as I would like, I am off to a good start, currently working with one source that focuses specifically on the progress of women throughout the art industry. 
	I have had great success with finding general background information and also direct interviews with Margaret Keane herself. I think both of these will help to build a strong foundation for my research essay, allowing my audience to get both a very good understanding of what my hoax was and how it was achieved, and also the direct repercussions of it. I have found that many of the direct quotes from Margaret Keane help to represent the significance of this hoax and how it stripped one artist of twenty years worth of recognition, something she will never be able to recover. From here on out, I would like to look for more specific pieces of evidence, as I have a good amount of very generalized information. 
	My next step in the research process will be to find a way to incorporate all of evidence into a fluent outline. As of now, I have most of the pieces, yet I still must work towards finding a way to make them all work well with one another. I hope that the outline with help to establish whether or not I have found an efficient way of incorporating everything without it feeling ‘forced.’ Looking at all of the evidence I have thus far, I believe that my final essay may be multiple points that help towards one larger thesis about the relevance between repression of women in the art industry and the successful manipulation of Margaret Keane by her husband, Walter. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]This dissertation, written by a student at Yale University, explores the role of women in the art industry during the mid to late 20th century. It also examines how gender played a large part in their journey to become success during this time period. Margaret Keane was an aspiring artist during this time, so this will help to aid my argument that gender certainly was a large aspect in the ‘Big Eyes’ hoax, and how Walter Keane manipulated this unfair advantage in order to keep Margaret quiet. If women were struggling to become successful artists around her, and her paintings were doing extremely well under a different persona, wouldn’t this have pushed her more towards keeping quiet? 
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