Explanatory Essay

Organization is one of the most important aspects to a successful research paper. Therefore, I have begun by creating a detailed outline of my paper, and I am working on filling it in with sufficient details so I can merge all of the information together in the end to form a cohesive and persuasive research paper. My outline includes my introduction paragraph, followed by a tentative four main body paragraphs, and finally ending with my conclusion. I have not made much progress on my introductory paragraph; however, I have created a thesis statement, which provides a general overview of the purpose and topic of the paper. 

“Despite the fact that Timothy’s memoir was a complete hoax, he portrays valid healthcare problems prevalent in Native American reservations, including inadequate funding, lack of medical knowledge, cultural differences, and environmental barriers”  (Zha)

My thesis is not only debatable but also provides a clear topic. It presents an argument concerning the fact that although the author wrote his memoir in hopes of gaining fame and money, he actually describes immediate problems facing Native Americans. I am working on revising my thesis so that it implicitly answers a question without being too specific. Although my thesis includes information that guides the reader into my paper’s subject matter, it could be more compelling and successful in generating questions for the reader about my topic.

I have devised a general format that I would like each of my body paragraphs to follow as well. I would like to begin my paragraphs with a close reading and analysis of either a sentence or a paragraph from my primary source, “The Blood Runs like a River Through my Dreams.” My topic sentence will come either before my close reading as a foreshadowing of what is to come or after my analysis as a summary of my close reading that will ultimately introduce my research information.  I have begun formally writing only one of my body paragraphs, however it has turned out exactly as I pictured. The one thing I am working on is developing complete ideas and avoiding syntax mistakes. Also, I may deviate away from my paragraph structure and experiment with different patterns to make my writing more complex. 
	Another difficulty I have been having is transitioning from my close readings to my research data. Because I would like my primary source to be the main focus of my essay, I am trying not to have it be overwhelmed with secondary information, turning into a paper about healthcare issues. For example, in my paragraph about the struggle of cultural differences in healthcare, I begin with a close reading of a couple of sentences.

“Rather than suffer in the pitiless environment of a hospital, Nasdijj believed that bringing the “Navajo hataalii…to the Hogan for sings” was the best cure (Barrus). Therefore, Tommy could be surrounded by his culture and given traditional, trustful remedies. This dichotomy between modern and traditional healthcare is in fact a prevalent issue in Native American reservations throughout the United States” (Zha).

It is very easy to list a bunch of information about the traditional and modern health practices while forgetting about the main idea. I will try to include a couple research points followed by how it might relate to my story. Therefore, by constantly switching between my primary source and my research, I will be able to not only provide smooth transitions but also keep the information relevant to my thesis.
Finding sources for my research information has been relatively easy. Because of its broad range of information, I have been using Jstor for the majority of my sources. Jstor is an online database for not only online primary sources but also academic journals and articles. Although a couple of my secondary sources are books, I noticed that most of my sources come from health reports and journals, such as Health Services Reports and Public Health Reports. A few of my sources even include information on the specific areas and people the information was taken from. Therefore, it provides the reader with evidence, providing a credible source of information. I believe that because I knew the specific information I wanted for my paper, it was easier to find sources. I found a book describing specific information about the Indian Health Services as well as a source giving me direct challenges to healthcare on Native American reservations. Using keywords such as “Native American alcoholism,” “Native American healthcare,” and “Indian Health Services,” I found a plethora of information including the history of alcohol on Native American reservations, the workings of the Indian Health Services, and the daily struggles the IHS face.
My research topic has not necessarily changed; however, I may make my thesis broader. Instead of mentioning specific healthcare issues, I will state terms such as “environmental, social, and economical.” 

“Despite the fact that Timothy’s memoir was a complete hoax, he portrays valid healthcare problems prevalent in Native American reservations regarding environmental, social, and economical factors” (Zha).
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