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A PAGE OF TALMUD.The editio princeps of
the Babylonian Talmud printed by Daniel
Bomberg (Venice, 15620-1523) determined
the external form of the Talmud for all time.
Thus, one cites the tractate, the folio, and
the page (r or v). Here, the tractate Eruvin,
fol. 3 r. (The tractate discusses symbolical
acts which facilitate the accomplishment of
otherwise forbidden acts on the Sabbath
and festivals).

Titling the page: the name of the

chapter, its number in the order of

the chapters in the tractate, the
name of the tractate, the folio.

The text of the Talmud proper is

composed of two elements: the

Mishnah, the legal code composed
in Hebrew in Palestine between the 1st and
2nd centuries AD; and the Gemara — a
summary in Aramaic of the debate over the
Mishnah in the Babylonian academies
between the 3rd and 6th centuries.

Rashi’'s commentary. Rashi (acronym

for Rabbi Solomon ben Isaac), the

11th-century scholar from Troyes,
was the most authoritative biblical
commentator. His interpretation of the
Babylonian Talmud is one of the great
classics of rabbinical literature.

The commentary of the Tosafists.

Disciples of Rashi, these “men of the

additions” (tosafot) determined the
tradition of the rabbinical schools in
Ashkenaz (Germany and northern France)
during the 12th to 14th centuries.

Systematization and codification of

the Halakhah, such as Maimonides’

Mishneh Torah (12th century), and
Joseph Caro’s Shulhan Arukh (Safed, 16th
century).

The commentary of Rabbenu (“our

teacher”) Hananel ben Hushi’el. This

great scholar from Kairouan was the
first to compose a complete commentary on
the Babylonian Talmud, inspired by responsa
literature (11th century).

The commentary of Nissim ben

Jacob ibn Shahin. Outstanding

scholar and leader of the Tunisian
community (Kairouan, 11th century), his
talmudic commentary follows the method of
the Babylonian sages.

The “proofs” of Joel Sirkes (named

after the title of one of his works,

Bayit Hadash, “New House”): brief
“corrections” — or alternative readings — for
the Gemara and Rashi’s commentary
(Poland, 16th century).

Annotations by Akiva Eger “The

Younger” on the margins of the

Gemara, Rashi's commentary, and
the Tosafists’ “additions” (Austro-Hungary,
early 19th century).

The “Tradition of the Six Orders [of

the Mishnah],” elaborated between

the 16th and 19th centuries: a list of
corresponding passages found in several
places in the Talmud and in the literature of
the Sages.

Biblical references for the text of the

Gemara (16th—19th centuries); this

brief reference has acquired the
status of a commentary on the Talmud.



