		Allison Carlos 7

Allison Carlos
ENG 101-106
Dr. Cooke
10/12/2016
A Proposal to Research Community and Relationships in Lorraine Hansberry’s ‘A Raisin in the Sun’ and During the 1950’s
Introduction
	The script for Lorraine Hansberry’s play A Raisin in the Sun is neatly bound, and includes newspaper clippings that describe and praise her play. The point these clippings focused on was the that the play accurately represented what it was like to be African American in the 1950’s. These clippings made me curious about the type of community, culture, and relationships during the that time in history. The document also got me interested in the type of relations that went on between people of the same community and race, and the intersections of these social and ethnic groups. In this play by Lorraine Hansberry we see a family receive a large sum of money that they must decide what to do with, which poses a conflict within the family. Once the money is spent on a house in a white neighborhood we see a conflict in the community. During this time in history there was still a lot of segregation even though it was illegal, and Lorraine Hansberry does a great job of expressing these conflicts and tense relationships in her work. This exhibit will explore how preconceived notions affected interactions, and created conflict on the community level.
Statement of Purpose
	Preconceived notions about different races in the 1950’s stemmed from the unwillingness to learn about and explore different cultures. These notions greatly affected relationships between people of different races and even the same race in many communities. In A Raisin in the Sun, we see tense relationships between family members, and difficult situations in a Chicago community. We see an African American family being not so gently pressured to move out of a white neighborhood (Hansberry, 119). Lorraine Hansberry addressed these conflicts in a way that we could not only see what went on in these communities, but understand the harmful effects these relationships were having on people. These issues did not just happen in Chicago, but Lorraine Hansberry’s work accurately reflects some of the broken relationships of a black community stemming from assumptions about race at that time, and can be related to many other communities.
Objective
	This exhibition will focus on examining the broken relationships in Lorraine Hansberry’s play, A Raisin in the Sun. At the time of the play, the 1950’s, there was still segregation, and many people still showed prejudice against the African American community. These stereotypes were the cause of broken relationships between two couples, a mother and her son, and between the Young family and a community in the Raisin in the Sun. In the play we see tension between couples due to an unexpected surprise and mixed feelings, a son who wants to be the head of the family, and a community that is not welcoming of the Young family. This exhibit will examine these stereotypes and how they caused conflict in relationships so that readers will both understand how this happened, and so that readers will not make the same mistakes.
Plan of Action
	In order for readers to understand the impact that preconceived notions about the African American community had on relationships, this exhibit will explore a play, book, and journalism from the 1950’s. Each of these sources give details about the type of personal and community relationships that occurred in the 1950’s. Plays and books from the 1950’s can provide stories accounts of life in the 1950’s, and journalism from the 1950’s can provide real accounts of things that went on, and may even provide criticism of of theses works from that time. I will use secondary sources to back up information about events during this time even though primary accounts of events from that time are much more credible. Lorraine Hansberry’s play A Raisin in the Sun provides a story about a family living in Chicago in the 1950’s and is based on events from her life. In the play A Raisin in the Sun, before an African American family moved into a predominantly white neighborhood, the son states “We don't want to make no trouble for nobody or fight no causes, and we will try to be good neighbors,” which shows that there were concerns over their family moving into the predominantly white neighborhood (Hansberry, 148). In to Be Young, Gifted, and Black in the chapter about Chicago Hansberry explains that as a child she was taught never to betray “the family and the race” (Nemiroff, 18). This statement shows that relationships between your family were most important at that time, and could have influenced both personal and community relationships.
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