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Cover Letter 

 For as long as I have been able to read, books have impacted my life in tremendous ways. 

Whenever I wanted to feel a particular way, all I had to do was find a book that either relates to 

what I am feeling or a book that can clear my thoughts. The best thing about books are that they 

allow readers to be so immersed into the atmosphere that the book creates that you figuratively 

become a part of the book. Because of the fact that books have transformed my life in 

unexplainable ways, the authors have inspired me to write in ways that gets readers to think 

about different perspectives on common perceptions. Throughout high school, I have had a hard 

time creating writing in unique perspectives that were also engaging because of the fact that I 

lack a sufficient foundation in writing. As a result, my writing has often been described as 

lacking substance. By the end of my high school career, I was able improve my writing 

techniques, but coming into the first semester of my freshman year of college, I still had trouble 

with organization and making my ideas clear. From the moment, I came up with a set of 

guidelines that I have to include in order to ultimately make readers feel the same way I do when 

I read books. My writing has to convey a new insight on a common perception, the idea has to 

relate back to themes that society is facing, and the tone has to be explicitly established in order 

to engage the reader or audience. While some of my works in my portfolio did not contain all of 

the three criteria, I am now able to construct my writing in a way that all of the criteria. 
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 Outcome 1: My portfolio contains a literary analysis letter in the point of view of Eunice, 

in Super Sad True Love Story. This literary analysis letter was formal because it responds to a 

literary text and the letter allowed me to write as if Eunice is writing in a letter format and not 

through email. The purpose was to portray the personality of Eunice though a diary format rather 

than though email. This enabled me to show some of her true inner feelings without technology 

interfering with it. I also selected some word choice that would show some of her juvenile and 

also some of her mature side so that the audience can also see a different side of her normal 

personality through Lenny and technology. For instance, some of Eunice’s youthful personality 

was portrayed when she says “It makes me so angry when he somehow makes it seem like it is 

mom’s fault for making him angry in the first place. I mean, hello? Anger management much?” 

(Literary Paper). However, there is some maturity when she mentions her true intentions when 

she says “I feel guilty about using him for security, but he does only love me for my youth and 

beauty, so maybe we are both wrong” (Literary Paper). A big constraint was that it had to be in a 

different media than what Eunice communicates with, so I had to respond in a diary format, and 

the diary had to be related to a certain plot of the story. The portfolio also contains the Pecha 

Kucha presentation which is an oral form of rhetorical analysis. For the Pecha Kucha 

presentation, I analyzed the cover of a cold war propaganda comic book. The purpose of the 

presentation is to show that “although the image initially sends a satirical message in the manner 

that the soviet enemies are portrayed, the real intention is to create a patriotic and inspirational 

sense of unity among the Americans against the common enemy being Communism” (Pecha 

Kucha). The tone of the Pecha Kucha presentation is didactic and objective so that my purpose 

could be understood by the audience. For instance, in my presentation, I stated that  
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“the comic book was published in 1947 by the Catechetical Guild Educational Society, an 

anti-communist group. Like all the other anti-communist groups at the time, their opinion 

regarding other communists is painfully clear: As this picture puts it in its slogan: Better 

Dead Than Red” (Pecha Kucha) 

to give some background information on my artifact before analyzing the artifact because the 

history is critical in order for the audience to receive my message from the presentation. The 

constraints for my presentation was that I had to spend twenty seconds on each slide and I could 

only use twenty pictures to help describe my artifact. I have selected the literary analysis letter, 

the Pecha Kucha presentation, the blog posts, and the research argument paper to discuss because 

they show my improvements as a writer better than the other genres because of how they made 

me change my writing style.  

Outcome 2: Throughout the semester, I learned that in order to develop as a critical 

reader and writer, I have to focus on doing close reading for an argument in order to build upon 

my argument. For my research paper argument, I focused on the speech that the creature had as 

well as Martin Luther King Jr’s speech in order to analyze how each persuaded their audience. 

For instance, in my research argument paper, I wrote  

“Similar to King’s approach to his speech, throughout the creature’s speech, after the 

failure of getting any kind of compassion from others when encountered, the creature 

expressed an overwhelming grief of his misfortunes and reiterates how lonely he feels 

after the rejection to get Victor to understand what the creature has gone through” 

(Research Argument Paper)  

and included a supporting quote from the source to emphasize the emotions that the creature was 

attempting to convey in order to convince Victor to create a female companion for the creature. 
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For my blog posts, I also practiced doing close reading on topics by focusing on specific scenes 

in stories and emphasizing their significance. For instance, in my second blog post, in the book 

Super Sad True Love Story, I focused on the scene where Lenny’s friends see how many books 

Lenny purchases and disapprove the behavior to show its reflection in our society. I wrote how 

“this scene in Super Sad True Love Story alludes to the idea that in our society, the increase 

dependence of technology may result in a diminishing interest in books in the future” (Blog Post 

2) and discussed how books should always be considered valuable. In order to develop as a 

critical reader and writer, I also learned that close reading can help me create an argument by 

focusing on a specific idea in a passage and creating a debatable argument about what you think 

abut the idea. For instance, in my Pecha Kucha presentation, I focused on the patriotic symbol 

and used that idea to form a they say, I say structure where while common Americans would 

only see the fear and threat being portrayed in the image, that it is really a patriotic message that 

encourages solidarity among the Americans against communism.  

Outcome 3: While I am proud of the work that I have done throughout the year, it was 

very challenging leading up to the final product. For my literary analysis letter, I selected the 

passage that most appealed to me, and I changed the medium so that instead of Eunice writing in 

email, she is writing in a very personal diary. As I was writing the letter, I constantly had to be 

reminded to put a mature element contrary to the youthful persona that the society is making of 

her in order to portray her real personality. For instance, in the letter, I wrote Eunice saying” I 

feel guilty about using him for security, but he does only love me for my youth and beauty, so 

maybe we are both wrong” to show the vulnerability you wouldn’t normally see in her emails 

(Literary Paper). Preparing for the Pecha Kucha presentation was the most difficult because of 

all of the constraints and planning that had to be done. I started by picking an artifact to analyze 
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and wrote a thesis statement about the argument for my artifact. Professor Starr was able to help 

me edit my thesis statement in order to make my argument stronger. After making sure that the 

thesis statement was debatable and specific, I organized my argument by having background 

information, common perception at first glance, three evidence in the artifact to support my 

thesis, further analysis of the evidence, and the relevance to today’s society. Then, I created my 

PowerPoint based on the organization of my argument, and I wrote out exactly what I would be 

discussing in each PowerPoint. I rehearsed my presentation multiple times to friends and 

adjusted my presentation according to the time constraint. For my research argument paper, I 

was having difficulty finding out what I wanted to write about, but I knew that I wanted it to be 

about the actions of Frankenstein’s creature. Professor Starr was able to help me use my interest 

with the intentions of the creature to write about the rhetorical strategies that the creature used to 

convince Victor to create a female companion for the creature as well as creating parallels with 

Martin Luther King Jr.’s Letters from Birmingham Jail. After figuring out my topic, I created an 

extensive outline that will help me when creating the draft of my paper. The outline included 

each of the rhetorical strategies used in both speeches, the results that occurred when one 

resorted to violence while the other had a peaceful approach, and the relevance in society today. 

All of these examples show how writing is a process in each of the cases, and the more 

preparation that you do, the more successful that the paper will be. 

For the majority of my work shown in the portfolio, I have been able to create new ideas 

out of something that already has been said, relate the idea back to social issues, and found a way 

to appeal to the audience. While I was struggling in the beginning of the year with my writing, I 

was able to use resources to help me with my structure as well as using techniques like close 

reading and reverse outlining in order to strengthen my writing. As a result, I have created a 
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more stabilized writing foundation that I can use for future assignments. It will take more time 

for me to be able to write in the way that some of my favorite authors write, but I know that it 

can definitely be a possibility for me in the future. 
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Literary Response 

Dear Precious Diary, 

Mom sent me a ridiculously crazy email today. She claimed that dad accused me of being 

a slut in Rome. He even told her that I was probably with a random black man right now. First of 

all, what I do with my body is none of his business, and I wouldn’t just sleep with just anybody. I 

am particular about who I sleep with (okay, not really). I bet he was saying all of that in his 

drunken state, but I’m not going to lie; he has a reason to be upset with me. He sacrificed his 

dreams and happiness for the well being of the family, and I think that he gets angry when he 

sees me not doing anything with my life. If only I did well on the LSAT, then maybe he would 

get off my back a little. Maybe I really should take some responsibility for my actions and do 

what is best for the well-being of my family. I mean, going to Rome was pretty much selfish 

when my mom is suffering at the mercy of dad. Speaking of responsibility, my father needs to 

own up to the fact that he is sick and he needs more help than what Reverend Cho or any special 

doctor could give. It makes me so angry when he somehow makes it seem like it is mom’s fault 

for making him angry in the first place. I mean, hello? Anger management much? I love mom for 

taking responsibility for dad’s unforgivable behavior, but it is time for me to come back home 

and make this family whole again. Or at least better than it is now.  

Later on, I told Sally that I was taking the next plane home, but unsurprisingly, she tried 

to convince me otherwise. She stated that everything is fine, and mom is just trying to make me 
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feel guilty, but it was a mistake coming to Rome. Anyway, how can she tell me that mom is fine 

when she is not even home most of the time? She is probably trying to stay away from the 

trouble. Since no one is there to protect mom when dad is in “beast” mode and Sally isn’t there 

to protect mom, dad will only continue to put the blame on mom. Poor mom; she won’t get help 

even when he hits her. Sally is either oblivious or purposely ignorant to the seriousness of dad’s 

insults, and no matter how many times I try, she never wants to say that dad is hitting mom. Sally 

said that she was going to DC to march against the ARA, but that only makes me want to come 

back home even more to make sure that mom is protected. I told Sally to tell dad that I am 

working in a shelter, despite the fact that I say that I do not care about what he thinks about me. 

Part of me wants my dad to be proud of me even though I am a complete screw-up, but the other 

part of me knows that my behavior affects how he treats mom and maybe it will make things 

better.  

I needed to ventilate all of my feelings, so I emailed Precious Pony about my problems. I 

told her that I was coming home since things have gotten bad with dad. Going to Rome was a 

stupid and horrible mistake, and I am not going to let dad get away with anything else. I need a 

place to stay in New York, so I asked her if she knew anyone that I could crash with. I probably 

have to stay with Lenny anyway since he is the only one that will take me in for sure. Ever since 

Lenny left Rome, he keeps sending me teens about how much he misses me and my freckles and 

how he wants to cook eggplants for me (Eggplants is a little running gag that we have from 

Rome). Unfortunately, I broke things off with Ben. Even though he was completely sincere 

about our relationship, I know that in the end, Ben will always be too good for me. It really 

wasn’t worth the effort of always feeling insecure about it, so I broke it off. To my surprise, I 
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was more upset than I thought that I would be though. Maybe it’s because now I am single, and 

my family is a mess.  

It’s weird, but I have been thinking about Lenny a lot lately. Even though he is clearly 

not good looking, he is honest and nice, and I know that he can take good care of me. Since I am 

obviously much better looking than him, I don’t have to try too hard when I am with him. I feel 

like I can settle for Lenny because I know that he loves me, and there is no one else better that he 

can get. Maybe I do love him in some sort of way since I naturally want to make him more 

presentable. He is also honest in the way he talks to me, unlike a lot of guys nowadays, and it 

makes me feel like he is a real human being. Sometimes I think that we do not make sense, but 

then I fantasize about me and him having sex and pretending that we were both different people 

instead of plain and ordinary me being engulfed under his wrinkly, aging body. I feel guilty 

about using him for security, but he does only love me for my youth and beauty, so maybe we 

are both wrong.  

Reflection 

I analyzed pages 72-75 and changed the medium so that Eunice is writing a very personal 

diary instead of receiving and sending emails. In Super Sad True Love Story, I felt like the 

mentality for many people is to express or oversell their youth as much as possible since youth is 

definitely favored in their society. For instance, even though Lenny and his pals, Noah and 

Vishnu, are obviously past the youth spectrum, they continuously overdo their attempts to appear 

youthful and carefree in the way they address each other and the people around them. In order to 

accommodate for this characteristic, even though it is a diary entry, I wanted to emphasize the 

colloquial language that young people typically have. Even though I made it seem like she has a 

childish humor to her, I tried to make some of her true personality come out when she talks about 
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defending her mother and about her feelings for Lenny. As a result, occasionally, she imitates an 

experienced teenager, but she also has moments that shows her true maturity. For example, she 

sounds adolescent when she is complaining about her father, but she is honest and realistic with 

herself when she explains the reasoning behind her fantasies for Lenny even though she 

reiterates how gross Lenny looks. Some phrases were added beyond what was in Super Sad True 

Love Story in order to get more context and substance out of what she means to express, but 

overall, the diary is consistent content-wise with Super Sad True Love Story.  
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Pecha Kucha Presentation 

 

Good Afternoon, Everyone. My name is 

Mirdrina, and I have selected this cover page 

of a cold war propaganda comic book to be 

my artifact. The title is called Is this 

Tomorrow, and as you can see the illustrator 

is clearly trying to convey a possible 

dystopian future where the United States is to 

destructively burn as a result of the influence 

of communist ideals. At first glance, we can 

definitely see some farce qualities to this 

image, but as we get into this presentation, 

you will see that there is a very serious 

component to it. 

 

The comic book was published in 1947 by the 

Catechetical Guild Educational Society, an 

anti-communist group. Like all the other anti-

communist groups at the time, their opinion 

regarding other communists is painfully clear: 

As this picture puts it in its slogan: Better 

Dead Than Red. The slogan itself show how 

serious and dangerous it was to have any 

affiliation with communism in any type of 

way. 

 

After WWII, there was a global power 

vacuum, and since the United States and the 

Soviet Union were the only nations that 

emerged from the war as a superpower nation, 

they competed to gain ultimate global power. 

Although in reality, there weren’t any soviet 

flags hanging over the white house to 

symbolize complete influence, the 

government feared of the possibility of soviet 

spies gaining too much influence and taking 

out the US from the inside. 
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Initially, out of the cover page, you get a 

couple of things. First, you get this sense of 

insanity in that there is too much exaggeration 

going on with the hypothesized destruction of 

the United States. I mean look this image 

from the comic book. like some of the debris 

caught through the explosion doesn’t even 

look like real items. It’s just chicken scratch. 

It also gives it a more playful element in that 

it is so far-fetched that it will never happen in 

the society. 

 

You also get this eerie dystopian illusion as if 

this picture is what the US can become. It 

gives a false dilemma in that sense because it 

looks like that it only suggests that either the 

citizens of the United States stay away from 

communism or the United States will fall 

apart as a nation. I find this ironic because 

there was a lot Soviet influence in other 

countries, and last time I checked, no country 

was destroyed by fire. In fact, some could say 

that more idealistic advancements were 

enforced in certain societies. 

 

I say that there is a more nationalistic 

component also being received through the 

message. Although the image initially sends a 

satirical message in the manner that the soviet 

enemies are portrayed, the real intention is to 

create a patriotic and inspirational sense of 

unity among the Americans against the 

common enemy being Communism. The 

cover page is a call to action by giving 

Americans an image of what could be 

tomorrow if they do not work together to 

defeating the enemy. 

 

On the cover page, there was a black man, a 

white woman, and an elderly man being 

attacked by the soviet soldiers, and it was 

interesting to see the variety in those being 

attacked, especially the black man since the 

comic book was made during a time period 

where African American rights are still in 

progress. It shows that the publisher wanted 

to to include all Americans in this notion to 

defeating communism by representing 

different yet influential minorities. 
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On the cover page, you can see that the US 

flag was burning into flames. This of course 

is one of the biggest blows that any nation 

could do to the United States, so it makes it 

personal when our sense of identity is being 

destroyed in the picture. The heavily spread 

flames give a lot of initial reactions.  

 

The illustrator uses pathos elements to get a 

reaction out of a typical reader. It is bad 

enough that the citizens are physically being 

attacked, but when there is a destruction in the 

representation of what Americans stand for, it 

can bring out a new level of fury in anyone 

passionate about their country. 

 

As a result, the anger and fury that is typically 

being received by a citizen at the time gives 

more meaning to the call for action. If a 

citizen didn’t feel attacked on a personal 

level, there would be no need to fight anyone, 

but since the illustrator created the image in a 

way that infuriates Americans, it gives 

Americans a legitimate reason to come 

together to defeat the enemy. 

 

In the cover page, there is a character in a 

hood with a fist in the air on the right hand 

corner, and while it is easily ignored, it 

contributes a lot to the message of the image 

as a whole. Throughout all of the chaos, the 

one man with the fist in the air symbolizes 

unity, strength, and resistance. So it represents 

hope because even in a situation where it 

seems like the Soviet Union gained complete 

control, Americans still have a chance to band 

together in order to take back what is 

rightfully there. 
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As a result, it demonstrates the concept that 

even though it may look bad for the US in 

that specific situation, the US is still 

undefeatable because of the advantage that 

the US has in terms of a cohesive community 

of Americans that will rightfully defend 

themselves to the end. Now I think that it is 

worth mentioning how effective propaganda 

such as this one was during this time period. 

 

The results of these kinds of propaganda 

circulating throughout the US was that it gave 

everyone, including SpongeBob here, a sense 

of paranoia in that not everyone could be 

trusted hence the Red Scare. Since soviet 

spies were a great concern, people feared 

being watched and accused of having 

affiliations with communism, and in order to 

not be rejected socially, many times one 

would have to prove their allegiance with the 

US which sounds annoying in my opinion. 

 

Also, at the time you could basically flush 

privacy down the toilet, because the 

government monitored more people to make 

sure that everyone is who they say they are. 

For instance, people’s mails were checked 

constantly and people were being followed all 

in the name of national security. It’s really 

interesting to me how the publisher 

foreshadowed a dystopian society as a result 

of the control of communism, but in a way 

because of the paranoia, Americans are 

creating a dystopian society for themselves. 

 

So the Cold War was obviously a while ago, 

so I know everyone is thinking why it even 

matters in today’s society. And why did it feel 

like APUSH for the last 5 minutes. If it did 

sound like APUSH by the way, I’m really 

sorry. Anyway, I think that a lot of the farce 

and patriotic elements are used in the cover 

page is still used today as a way to continue to 

promote that unity. 
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For example, this simple act that was 

implemented in Americans since elementary 

school is propaganda in a more physical form 

because it still is giving a nationalistic. Like 

the propaganda used before, it makes you 

seem like a bad guy when you are not shown 

promoting American ideals. It also has this 

brainwashing appeal to it to make sure that 

we are patriotic at an early age. 

 

Another more relatable event that still uses 

the common enemy to give Americans a sense 

of unity was 9/11. Like the cover page, the 

publisher uses a catastrophic event to make 

Americans more responsible for coming 

together in order to solve an international 

issue. As a result, the government tries to 

make the situation patriotic to have more 

people support the war efforts which is 

effective in my opinion. 

 

The issues with the propaganda is deciding 

how far one should go in the name of 

nationalism to make sure that the United 

States’ ideals are implemented. For example, 

while the US is justified in killing a lot of 

terrorist leaders in that they are dangerous to 

communities, leaving a power gap in the area 

only makes the economic situation in an area 

worse. 

 

In addition, the US does not always allow us 

to have any opinions other than what is 

accepted to be patriotic without being 

ostracized in American society. So there is 

like unwritten exceptional rules to how freely 

you are allowed to say something before the 

government decides that it is too much. So it 

is like school where you can’t say whatever 

you want without getting in trouble. 
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Going back to cover page, although it is 

humoristic in that communism isn’t really a 

big deal anymore, it still gives off a 

nationalistic element of unity of Americans. 

Now the question I want to end off with is are 

the results of US nationalistic influence with 

other countries worth the effects that it brings 

upon a country? Or does it only make things 

worse? Thank you for your time.  

 

 

Reflection 

For my Pecha Kucha presentation, I wanted to show that in my artifact being the cover 

page of the cold war propaganda comic book, there was more to the message than just the 

obvious absurdity that was being portrayed. For my presentation, I first tried to come up with a 

thesis statement so that I know how to structure my presentation. After many ideas, I came up 

with the following thesis: Although the image initially sends a satirical message in the manner 

that the soviet enemies are portrayed, the real intention is to create a patriotic and inspirational 

sense of unity among the Americans against the common enemy being Communism. After 

coming up with my thesis statement, I structured my presentation. So the first part was the initial 

response that everyone gets out of the picture, the second part was my idea of the real message, 

the third part was the evidence to support my thesis, and the fourth part how it affected people at 

the time and why it all matters. Then I picked out pictures that went along with my structure. 

Then I typed the general title of each picture slide as well as everything that I wanted to say. 

Then I rewrote everything on notecards, and I practiced my presentation. Early into my practice 

of the presentation, I quickly realized that I wrote more than what I am able to say, so I had to 

cut down to the essentials or talk faster in some areas. I really like what I had to say, and 

hopefully the presentation goes well. 
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Blog Post #1 

It has been common today to dismiss the idea of having the government use technology 

to closely inspect the public in promotion of its general welfare due to the right of privacy among 

the citizens in the United States. However, recent scenarios where technology benefitted 

communities’ safety suggests that the loss of certain privacy rights may not be such a bad idea. 

Searching for a way to improve the war efforts in Iraq, Ross McNutt and his team invented a 

way to go back in time to a crime scene by sending a plane with a camera in the sky to supervise 

the area 24/7. Once this technology was promoted and implemented in the cities with high crime 

rates, the effects were dramatically apparent; In a matter of minutes, a homicide cases were pin-

pointed to its source. In sum, the opportunity of immediate justice for the victims is far more 

important than giving up some personal privacy if it means better protection of the public. 

The rights of privacy have been viewed as a divine entitlement to all citizens of the 

United States. However, with the increased sophistication of technology, privacy which has once 

been thought of being an absolute right is now becoming more conditional. Although Ross 

McNutt’s new technology has been effective in the Iraq war efforts and is useful in protecting 

our society, there must be a limit on the amount of privacy that an organization can take from the 

citizens in the merits of “general welfare”. While it is successful in solving crimes at a faster 

rate, the issue lies in the possibility of even more privacy restricting technology that may arise. In 

addition, while crime rate may initially decrease, the initial change may revert back to its original 

condition due to the fact that criminals will just adapt to the new conditions and find other ways 

to commit crimes more discreetly. Having the ability to closely inspect the population doesn’t 

justify whether or not it is something that we should do. 

 



Dulcio 18 

Blog Post #2 

Desiring to rekindle his past relationships as well as attempting to rejuvenate his health, 

Lenny decided that it was time for him schedule a reunion with his friends, Noah and Vishnu. 

Though much to his dismay, the night did not go in the direction that he anticipated. Meeting 

with his friends only emphasized how outdated he was as a result of the trip to Rome. The night 

for him only seemed like embarrassment as he unintentionally acted more ancient than his peers. 

In particular, after seeing Lenny’s many book purchases, Vishnu commented that it will only 

make his personality rankings go down. Even though books were once seen as a tool to 

strengthen minds intellectually, Vishnu contradicted the popular belief by saying that books only 

debilitate a person socially.  

This scene in Super Sad True Love Story alludes to the idea that in our society, the 

increase dependence of technology may result in a diminishing interest in books in the future. 

One can already begin to notice the start of a transformation just by seeing tablets replacing 

bibles in a church or audiobook sales increasing while bookstores suffer. Since books in Super 

Sad True Love Story are associated with old age, it is frowned upon socially to possess or to read 

books in order to be a part of the juvenile society rather than an outsider. While technology is 

useful in terms of accessibility, books provide greater insight than any typical machinery could 

provide. For instance, through the author, we can acquire valuable ideas and cultural aspects that 

existed in the time period, and books also give us awareness and different perspectives that 

authors present based on their research on a certain topic. This element in Super Sad True Love 

Story draws attention to being aware of how much a reliance on technology can have the ability 

to hinder other essential contributions to our society if we allow it to occur. 
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Blog Post #3 

The artifact that I am analyzing is the cover page of a cold war propaganda comic book. 

The propaganda object appealed to me because the way that the United States used biased 

information as a method to influence the public to view an issue a certain way seemed comical 

and attention-grabbing. The cover page also fits with the themes of this course in that the picture 

foreshadows a dystopian society as a result of a more modernized idea. The comic book, called 

Is This Tomorrow: America Under Communism, was published in 1947 by the Catechetical 

Guild Educational Society, an anti-communist group. The comic book was intended to inform 

the citizens about the dangers of the possible spread of communism through scare tactics and 

pathos. For instance, false dilemma is expressed in the picture by claiming that either the citizens 

of the United States stay away from communism or the United States will fall apart as a nation, 

and hasty generalization is used to demonstrate that all communists are evil because the 

communists represented in the picture are harming the Americans. The cover page is also farce 

in the way that the fire is destroying everything. The picture of the cover page is designed to 

encourage fear of communism in America and a sense of nationalism in that the public can come 

together to defeat the common enemy being communism. The author assumes that the audience, 

being Americans, can be manipulated enough to be brainwashed through the fear of the country 

crumpling as a result of communist influence. The message of the cover page directly relates to 

the rise of the Cold War and the panic of communism threatening national security. As a whole, 

the cover page attracted me because of everything that I can gain from the message of the picture 

intellectually and emotionally. 
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Blog Post #5 

The article that I have selected came from the HuffingtonPost.com, and the title is called 

Is Social Media Dependence a Mental Health Issue. The author Klein argues that there is a 

connection between the use of social media and drug abuse because social media exposing drug 

use creates a rise in the abuse of alcohol or drugs (Klein, 2014). While social media does expose 

teenagers to unhealthy lifestyle choices such as using drugs, it is not justified to assume that it is 

the direct result of the excessive use of social media. Social media is another way of saying a 

technological interpretation of our society. Although there are a significant amount of images 

showing drug user being under the influence, that is based on the society’s preference, and social 

media is used as a medium to express those social preferences. As a result, if the issue is the 

increase of people abusing drugs, then it is up to the society itself to create the change that will 

benefit everyone in the future. Klein also discussed how the increase dependence in social media 

harms individuals mentally due to the constant self-evaluation; However, because of the 

biological reward that is received to ourselves from disclosing personal information, it is difficult 

to break from the habit (Klein, 2014). Klein then relates that component with drugs by saying 

that social media and drugs have similar functions in how they affect individuals (Klein, 2014). 

This is why in Super Sad True Love Story, the young adults were so inclined to commit suicide 

because while their apparati made them feel lonely at times (Shteyngart, 270), the lack of their 

apparati means that there is no more of the biological reward that is received when others are 

viewing their placement in their society.  
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Blog Post #6 

In Constructing Connectedness: Gender, Sexuality and Race in Mary Shelley’s 

Frankenstein, Hale’s main argument is that Shelley used various relationships such as familial, 

homosocial, sexual, and racial throughout Frankenstein in order to reveal the social issues during 

that time period. For instance, Hale argues that Mary Shelly uses the relationship between 

Alphonse and Caroline as well as Victor and Elizabeth to show how the society at the time 

favored a traditional domestic family where the wife was typically seen as submissive and weak 

objects and the husband was seen as a paternal figure. She also argues that Mary Shelley is trying 

to convey the idea of the society at the time being that domesticity is discordant with dealing 

with public affairs because it affects the role of the husband. Another argument that Jessica Hale 

makes is that Victor is narcissistic in that he created the monster in his own image and the 

monster desire Victor, which is an extreme form of homosocial longing that forces the exclusion 

of females. 

An example of a close reading is on page 21 when Jessica Hale mentions that Victor in 

the story describes Elizabeth as “a possession of my own”, which is very effective because it 

clearly shows that women were perceived as objects. Another example of a close reading is when 

the Jessica Hale mentions that on page 4, Walton “desire[s] the company of a man who could 

sympathize with [him], whose eyes would reply to [him]” because it directly shows how erotic 

desire is used to describe the longing for male companionship.  

One secondary source that Jessica Hale uses is The Freudian Body which was used to 

help Hale use psychoanalytic theory to create this literary criticism as well as helping Hale 

formulate ideas from Freud that can help her analyze Frankenstein more effectively. 
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Some terms that I did not know were psychoanalytic theory, seafaring, mélange, and 

libidinal. One of the terms, libidinal is relating to sexual desire, and I google searched libidinal in 

order to get the definition.  
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Frankenstein’s Creature and Martin Luther King Jr’s Way of Defying Unjust Societies 

 

Throughout the book Frankenstein, which was published in 1818, Mary Shelley portrays Victor 

Frankenstein’s creature as being capable of possessing human desires such as affection but is 

ostracized by society as a result of his appearance. In the same manner, non-whites at the time 

possessed human desires such as equality but were required by society to remain submissive as a 

result of their supposed inferiority. Unjust laws continue being an issue today since Mary 

Shelley’s time period as some minority groups still feel suppressed by the unwritten rules of the 

majority group. While the creature’s speech and Martin Luther King Jr.’s “Letter from 

Birmingham Jail” seem far-fetched in its relevance towards one another, both texts explain how 

their actions are a response to defying the law because of the fact that while they are expected to 

be in compliance with the law, the law restricts them from being a part of society. This paper will 

investigate how Frankenstein’s creature and Martin Luther King Jr. used rhetorical strategies in 

their texts in order to gain sympathy from their audience and to justify their mode of action. I 

plan on using analytical texts that evaluate the rhetorical strategies used in each text as a way to 

demonstrate how they convey their message most effectively. I also plan on using sources that 
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discuss the justification of civil disobedience as well as the different narratives in Frankenstein 

as a way to develop background support for my main argument. 

 

Annotated Bibliography 

 

Kavanagh, Aileen, and John Oberdiek. "The Justification of Civil Disobedience." Arguing about  

Law. London: Routledge, 2009. 244-53. Print. 

 

The author argues that as citizens of a society, it is our natural duty to uphold and support 

just and effective law such as equal rights and justice among citizens. He also explains 

civil disobedience as being a public act where the individual is bringing attention to a law 

that needs reconsideration, and that civil disobedience is a way to combat a situation 

where a minority group is being suppressed by a majority group. I plan on using this 

source to explain how the monster and Martin Luther King Jr. are both similar in that 

they are both defying the law due to it being unjust in the first place. While the monster 

used violence contrary to Dr. King’s use of nonviolent strategies, their reasoning behind 

their actions are the same. This source is also helpful because it goes into depth about the 

roles of law in a society and how people in the past went about respecting the law even 

when it is unjust to show their honor. 

 

King, Martin Luther, Jr. Letter From Birmingham Jail. N.p.: Great Neck, 2009. Web. 11 Nov.  

2015. <http://www.uscrossier.org/pullias/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/king.pdf>. 
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Leff, Michael C., and Ebony A. Utley. "Instrumental and Constitutive Rhetoric in Martin Luther  

King Jr.'s "Letter from Birmingham Jail"." Rhetoric & Public Affairs 7.1 (2004): 37-51.  

Project MUSE [Johns Hopkins UP]. Web. 24 Oct. 2015.  

<http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/rhetoric_and_public_affairs/v007/7.1leff.html>. 

 

The authors analyze how Martin Luther King Jr’s “Letters from Birmingham, Jail” was 

effective in the way he constructed the text by explaining how he was able criticize his 

target audience in a respectful manner as well as indirectly speaking to the black audience 

how civil disobedience is necessary when a group of minorities are suppressed to the 

point where they are not recognized as lawfully being a part of society. The authors go 

into detail about how a lot of direct address was used, direct actions, and an urgency to 

his message. I plan on using this source to create a parallel with King’s speech and the 

monster’s speech by discussing both how texts have a strong purpose behind it and how 

both use excessive pathos and ethos to prove their point. This will be helpful in 

explaining overall how the monster was able to justify his actions. 

 

Malchow, H. L. "Frankenstein's Monster and Images of Race in Nineteenth-Century Britain."  

Past & Present No. 139 (1993): 90-130. JSTOR. Web. 24 Oct. 2015.  

<http://www.jstor.org/stable/651092>. 

 

The author argues how Mary Shelley’s portrayal of the monster related to the treatment 

of minority groups as well as personifying the fears of slavery at the time. The author 

uses other books besides Frankenstein to support his argument for how the creature is a 
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caricature of non-whites at the time and how the treatment of non-whites was a parallel to 

the monster’s treatment throughout the story. I plan on using this source in order to get 

some background information of the time period of the book and the comparison with the 

treatment of the monster so that I can use it to analyze the monster’s speech and how the 

monster’s treatment plays a role in his speech. This source will be helpful because it will 

help me with close reading so that I can look for specific section where the monster was 

treated poorly and use it as a support for the monster’s actions.  

  

Mott, Wesley T. "The Rhetoric of Martin Luther King, Jr.: Letter from Birmingham Jail." Phylon  

36 (1975): 411-21. JSTOR. Web. 24 Oct. 2015. <http://www.jstor.org/stable/274640>. 

 

The author discusses how Martin Luther King Jr’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail” was 

very powerful like his oral addresses in that he uses the same techniques from his 

sermons but made it relatable in the political and literary fields. The author specifically 

goes into how the letter has a rhythm in the way that there was a formal dialogue and 

repetition throughout the letter, and how effective Dr. King was in being polite yet urgent 

in his message and getting the audience to sympathize for him in his struggle for just 

laws. I plan on using this source to help me get more insight in how this author analyzed 

Dr. King’s use of rhetoric strategies in order to promote the idea of civil disobedience. 

This will also help me find more connections with Frankenstein’s monster by looking at 

more strategies that they both had in common with their speeches.  

 

Newman, Beth. "Narratives of Seduction and the Seductions of Narrative: The Frame Structure  
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of Frankenstein." Elh 53.1 (1986): 141-63. JSTOR. Web. 26 Oct. 2015.  

<http://www.jstor.org/stable/2873151>. 

 

The author discusses how the different narratives that Victor Frankenstein’s monster talks 

about has a seductive appeal in that the monster desires beauty and acceptance but in 

each of his tales regarding Justine, William, and the DeLacey family, he is unable to 

receive any sort of human compassion. The author also discusses how the monster’s story 

to Victor Frankenstein was effective because it effectively discussed the purpose of the 

story which was that the monster desire to have companionship. I want to use this source 

to support my idea that one of the reasons why the monster was successful in convincing 

Victor Frankenstein to create a bride him was that Victor was able to understand what it 

meant to long for a companionship just like the monster and understood why immoral 

actions were used to obtain that affection from others. This is also good for discussing 

why the monster’s speech to the monster was more effective than his previous encounters 

with other humans because the source goes into each frame story and analyzes its effect.  

 

Shelley, Mary Wollstonecraft. Frankenstein. New York: Dover Publications, 1994. Print. 
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Frankenstein’s Creature and Martin Luther King Jr’s Way of Defying Unjust Societies 

 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. defines a just law as being “a man-made code that squares 

with the moral law, or the law of God” and an unjust law as “a code that is out of harmony with 

the moral law” (King 3). As long as the government’s rule are not oppressive and encourage 

equality, the rules are morally just. Throughout the book Frankenstein (1831), Mary Shelley 

portrays Victor Frankenstein’s creature as being capable of possessing human desires such as 

affection but is ostracized by society as a result of his appearance which defies the moral law. In 

the same manner, minorities at the time possessed human desires such as equality but were 

required by society to remain submissive as a result of their supposed inferiority. While the 

creature’s speech and Martin Luther King Jr.’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail” seem far-fetched 

in its relevance towards one another, both texts explain how their actions are a response to 

defying the law because of the fact that while they are expected to be in compliance with the law, 

the law restricts them from being a part of society. This paper investigates how Frankenstein’s 

creature and Martin Luther King Jr. used rhetorical strategies in their texts in order to gain 

sympathy from their audience and to justify their mode of action.  
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The structures of the speeches of Frankenstein’s creature and Martin Luther King Jr. had 

similar rhetorical strategies to sway the audience in their favor. In order to make his letter very 

effective, King structures his letter in a way that makes the reader in agreeance with his 

argument being that civil disobedience is necessary in a society that is promoting unjust laws. In 

“Letter from Birmingham Jail”, while the clergymen viewed the direct action campaigns as 

actions led by outsiders, King expresses how he is an outsider not by choice but by obligation to 

a cause to gain sympathy from the reader. For instance, King mentions how “never again can we 

afford to live with the narrow, provincial ‘outside agitator’ idea” to express how the current 

situation of minorities feeling like they are not a part of society must cease if the United States 

wants to improve as a country (Leff & Ebony). After justifying his means of actions, King uses 

hypophora to inform the clergymen that rather than negotiating the law like they suggest, a 

nonviolent campaign is necessary. For example, Kings asks " Why direct action, why sit-ins, 

marches, and so forth” and “isn't negotiation a better path” and answers it by saying that “create 

the kind of tension in society that will help men to rise from the dark depths of prejudice and 

racism” to emphasis the tactics of his strategies for the nonviolent campaigns (King). After 

listing out many examples of oppression to justify his means of civil disobedience, King makes 

sure to question the clergymen praising the Birmingham police because of how they are 

disciplined “to preserve the evil system of segregation” (King). He uses long sentences and 

detailed description of the brutality of the police to express his frustration and to discredit the 

police. As a whole, King uses a specific structure in order to validate his action based on the 

oppression of his society. 

The structure of Frankenstein’s creature’s speech was also very strategic in the order the 

creature spoke upon each point. As Victor was talking in the beauty of nature, the creature 
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approached him and begged Victor to hear his side of the story by using emotional persuasion 

such the creature suffering enough and how Victor only wants to make him more miserable 

(Shelley 68). The creature is really driven on Victor hearing his tale to show Victor that how his 

“soul glowed with love and humanity” but because he was lonely and everyone hated him, it led 

to his destructive path (Shelley 69). The creature is hoping that by telling Victor about his 

journey, Victor would hopefully connect with the him on a deeper level and will hopefully get 

sympathy from Victor. Throughout the creature’s speech, after the failure of getting any kind of 

compassion from others when encountered, the creature expressed an overwhelming grief of his 

misfortunes and reiterates how lonely he feels after the rejection to get Victor to understand what 

the creature has gone through. After the story, the creature uses the sympathy gained from the 

story to persuade Victor to create a female for him so that he would “no longer suppress the rage 

that burns within [him]” (Shelley 104). Since Victor can relate the creature’s loneliness because 

of how Victor isolates himself, he begins to see the logic in owning up to his responsibility. 

Because the creature had a persuading purpose for his argument, it made his speech more 

compelling for Victor to reason with.  

The languages of the speeches were also important in how it persuaded the audience to 

support King and the creature’s side of the story. Throughout “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, 

King wrote in a homily manner such as using biblical rules as a guideline to just laws, referring 

to “his Christian and Jewish brothers” frequently, and revealing emotions to his cause (King). 

This form of writing gives emotional power because like a sermon, the preaching in the speech 

“emphasizes the emotional arousal” and makes it more likely for people to be in accord with his 

argument (Mott 412). King also uses Christianity as an authoritative figure by reminding the 

audience that justice is our “God-given and constitutional rights” and that Christians naturally 
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believe in equality (King). King also uses direct address by speaking directly to the audience by 

using “you” and your” frequently in the text. For instance, King seems to be directly talking to 

the clergymen when he mentions that “you deplore the demonstrations that are presently taking 

place in Birmingham” so that he can answer the contradictions made and justify his means 

(King). He also seems to be indirectly speaking to the oppressed when he lists reasons why he 

cannot wait to use direct action. King then states that he “hope[s], sirs, you can understand our 

legitimate and unavoidable impatience” to give the oppressed reasons why it is necessary to 

display civil disobedience in order to change the unjust laws. Other forms of call to action in 

“Letter from Birmingham Jail” were when King mentions in many different forms that “the urge 

for freedom will eventually come” to make African Americans feel more obligated to participate 

in the direct action in order to grasp their freedom (King). (conclude sentence) 

The languages that the creature uses are critical to how it helped make his argument more 

credible and significant. The creature uses a sophisticated language to make himself sound 

credible by speaking more proper than what his physical features would suggest. Although the 

creature was only able to create muffled sounds out of his mouth in the beginning of his life, the 

creature does his best to contrast the first encounter with the second encounter by sounding much 

more educated by saying something like “how, then must I be hated, who am miserable beyond 

all living things” (Shelley 68). The creature also uses many exaggerated languages to emphasize 

his argument. For example, hasty generalization is used by the creature when he says that he is 

“miserable beyond all living things” because although it could be argued that there are other 

people in the world that could be more miserable than the monster including Victor at the end, 

the creature states this in hopes that his feeling of solidarity justifies his actions of revenge 

(Shelley 69). The creature also uses slippery slope when he mentions that he will be happy and 
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harmless after a female creature is made for him because it is possible that the creature may not 

be really satisfied and will want to back to civilization as a way to continue in his pursuit of 

companionship (Shelley 105). Although it is not certain what will occur in the future, the 

creature mentions how Victor creating a female companion for him will make him happy to 

make Victor pity the creature into making a female for him since he is lonely and miserable. The 

creature also uses a biblical tone throughout the story to increase the justification of the monster 

defying the law in response to society shutting him out. By saying “shall” frequently throughout 

the speech, the creature makes Victor feel obligated to listen and agree with his side of the story 

since in a way, it is Victor’s fault since he “sport thus with life” (Shelley 68). As a result of the 

sophistication and overemphasis of the argument, Victor was able to feel compassion for the 

creature even if it was for a few seconds and shows how persuasive the creature is when proving 

his case (Shelley 106).  

While the speeches of Dr. King and the creature both were in response to society 

oppressing them, they both responded in different manners. King responded by performing civil 

disobedience where they were peacefully and non-violently protesting the unjust laws. While the 

non-violent protests unintentionally led to violence, “Letter from Birmingham Jail” gave African 

Americans a reason to demonstrate civil disobedience in order to promote just laws in their 

society. After King was released from jail, the protesters continued working to improve the 

oppressive situation in Birmingham, and more supporter came for the cause as a result of the 

letter (Maranzani). The letter became a prominent piece for the fundraising efforts leading up to 

the March on Washington as well as the basis for King’s book Why We Can’t Wait (Maranzani). 

King’s letter proved to be successful because the non-violent direct action is what led to the 

desegregation of the society and justice throughout the United States.  
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Unlike King’s method of non-violence, the creature responds to a cold-hearted society 

with violence. Usually after the rejection of society letting the creature interact with it, fury 

clouds his mind and the creature acts upon the anger. For instance, after Felix beat the creature 

out of the house, rather than feeling despair, the creature’s “feelings were those of rage and 

revenge” and the only solution that he sees from the rejection is to be at war with humans 

(Shelley 97). While loneliness is not an excuse for murder, in the creature’s speech, he was able 

to successfully persuade Victor as well as readers into thinking that his mode of action was 

appropriate in that certain situation (Newman). As a result, Victor, feeling compelled to give the 

creature a companion, agrees to create a female for the creature. While a female creature was 

promised, Victor destroyed it thinking of the possible children that could result from the two 

creatures, and the creature decides to go on a killing spree. In the end, the violence does not help 

the injustice that the creature is going through and is still felt being incomplete at the end of the 

story, leading to his downfall. This shows how intentions are meaningless if the mode of actions 

is not appropriate enough to change the unjust laws. 

While it has been fifty-one years since the Civil Rights Act of 1964, unjust laws can still 

be seen today. For instance, voting rights continue being oppressed to minorities by the 

restrictions that are being implemented over the past decade. Racial gerrymandering is an 

example of where the majority draws boundaries in a way that splits up the minority population 

and gives the majority party an advantage in winning an election. The interpretation of the law 

has also been an issue. Since the decision of Shelby County v. Holder, a change in the voting 

laws of the state does not need to go to court in order for it to be amended. As a result, provisions 

such as online voting registration, early voting, Sunday voting, and same-day registration were 

removed from many states (Rutenberg). In addition, the war on drugs has restricted minorities of 
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voting rights because although criminals are stripped from their citizen privileges, the war on 

drugs has been specifically targeted for minorities (Rutenberg). While the progress since King’s 

time is significant, there is more work to be done in order to continue to implement just laws in a 

society. 

Although the creature’s speech and Martin Luther King Jr.’s “Letter from Birmingham 

Jail” had different modes of actions for how they reacted to society oppressing them, both 

speeches argue how defiance to unjust law is necessary and use literary devices in order to sway 

their audience to agree with their motives and response. Martin Luther King Jr. and the creature 

both use pathos by emphasizing the purpose of their argument to receive empathy from the 

audience. They also use a form of language to create a powerful influence as well as making 

their argument as credible as possible. Even though the modes of actions resulted in different 

outcomes, they were both brave enough to notice the unjust law and respond in a way that will 

end all injustice.  
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Reflection 

I believe that the strongest element of my paper is the first couple of paragraphs not 

including the introduction paragraph because of how detailed it was. I made sure that I stayed in 

the text so that it makes my argument stronger. The weakest is probably the conclusion because 

the last sentence could be improved, although I am not sure how I can make it better. Even 

though I planned out the paper with the outline really well, the paper did not go as planned. As I 

was writing out the paper, I realized that some points were stronger than others and that some 

supporting details needed to be amended. I am also aware that I did not diversify my sources 

which is bad, but I can fix that for my final paper. The so what section needs to be more clear 

and the conclusion should tie in the two speeches better. Overall, it was decent for the time that I 

had to complete it, but the final paper will be much better. 
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Frankenstein’s Creature and Martin Luther King Jr’s Way of Defying Unjust Societies 

 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. defines a just law as being “a man-made code that squares 

with the moral law, or the law of God” and an unjust law as “a code that is out of harmony with 

the moral law” (King). As long as the government’s rules are not oppressive and encourage 

equality, the rules are morally just. Throughout the book Frankenstein (1831), Mary Shelley 

portrays Victor Frankenstein’s creature as being capable of possessing human desires such as 

affection but is ostracized by society as a result of his appearance, which defies the moral law. In 

the same manner, minorities at the time the novel was written possessed human desires such as 

equality but were required by society to remain submissive as a result of their supposed 

inferiority. While the creature’s speech and Martin Luther King Jr.’s “Letter from Birmingham 

Jail” seem far-fetched in how they relate to each other, both texts explain how their actions are a 

response to defying the law because of the fact that while they are expected to be in compliance 

with the law, the law restricts them from being a part of society. This paper investigates how 

Frankenstein’s creature and Martin Luther King Jr. used various similar rhetorical strategies in 

their texts in order to gain sympathy from their audience and to justify their mode of action.  
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The structures of the speeches of Frankenstein’s creature and Martin Luther King Jr. have 

similar rhetorical strategies to sway the audience in their favor. In order to make his letter very 

effective, King structures his letter in a way that makes the reader agree with his argument being 

that civil disobedience is necessary in a society that is promoting unjust laws. In “Letter from 

Birmingham Jail”, while the clergymen viewed the direct action campaigns as actions led by 

outsiders, King expresses how he is an outsider not by choice but by obligation to a cause to gain 

sympathy from the reader. For instance, in their analysis of King's speech, Michael Leff and 

Ebony Utley argue that King mentions how “never again can we afford to live with the narrow, 

provincial ‘outside agitator’ idea” to express how the current situation of minorities feeling like 

they are not a part of society must cease if the United States wants to improve as a country (Leff 

& Ebony). After justifying his means of actions, King uses hypophora where he raises questions 

and answers them to inform the clergymen that rather than negotiating the law like they suggest, 

a nonviolent campaign is necessary. For example, Kings asks " Why direct action, why sit-ins, 

marches, and so forth” and “isn't negotiation a better path” and answers it by saying that “create 

the kind of tension in society that will help men to rise from the dark depths of prejudice and 

racism” to emphasis the tactics of his strategies for the nonviolent campaigns (King). After 

listing out many examples of oppression to justify his means of civil disobedience, King makes 

sure to question the clergymen praising the Birmingham police because of how they are 

disciplined “to preserve the evil system of segregation” (King). He uses long sentences and 

detailed description of the brutality of the police to express his frustration and to discredit the 

police. As a whole, King uses structural techniques in order to validate his action based on the 

oppression of his society.  
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Like “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, the structure of Frankenstein’s creature’s speech 

was also very strategic in the order the creature spoke upon each point. As Victor was talking in 

the beauty of nature, the creature approached him and begged Victor to hear his side of the story 

by using emotional persuasion such the creature suffering enough and how Victor only wants to 

make him more miserable (Shelley 68). The creature is really driven on Victor hearing his tale to 

show Victor that how his “soul glowed with love and humanity” but because he was lonely and 

everyone hated him, it led to his destructive path (Shelley 69). Malchow suggests that the 

creature is hoping that by telling Victor about his journey, Victor would hopefully connect with 

him on deeper level and will hopefully get sympathy from Victor (Malchow 103). Similar to 

King’s approach to his speech, throughout the creature’s speech, after the failure of getting any 

kind of compassion from others when encountered, the creature expressed an overwhelming 

grief of his misfortunes and reiterates how lonely he feels after the rejection to get Victor to 

understand what the creature has gone through. After the story, the creature uses the sympathy 

gained from the story to persuade Victor to create a female for him so that he would “no longer 

suppress the rage that burns within [him]” (Shelley 104). Malchow also discusses that since 

Victor can relate the creature’s loneliness because of how Victor isolates himself, he begins to 

see the logic in owning up to his responsibility (Malchow 105). Because the creature had a 

persuading purpose for his argument, it made his speech more compelling for Victor to reason 

with.  

The rhetorical language of the speeches was also important in how it persuaded the 

audience to support King and the creature’s side of the story. Throughout “Letter from 

Birmingham Jail”, King wrote in a homily manner such as using biblical rules as a guideline to 

just laws, referring to “his Christian and Jewish brothers” frequently, and revealing emotions to 
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his cause (King). In Mott’s analysis, he argues that this form of writing gives emotional power 

because like a sermon, the preaching in the speech “emphasizes the emotional arousal” and 

makes it more likely for people to be in accord with his argument (Mott 412). King also uses 

Christianity as an authoritative figure by reminding the audience that justice is our “God-given 

and constitutional rights” and that Christians naturally believe in equality (King). King also uses 

direct address by speaking directly to the audience by using “you” and your” frequently in the 

text. For instance, King seems to be directly talking to the clergymen when he mentions that 

“you deplore the demonstrations that are presently taking place in Birmingham” so that he can 

answer the contradictions made and justify his means (King). He also seems to be indirectly 

speaking to the oppressed when he lists reasons why he cannot wait to use direct action. King 

then states that he “hope[s], sirs, you can understand our legitimate and unavoidable impatience” 

to give the oppressed reasons why it is necessary to display civil disobedience in order to change 

the unjust laws. Another call to action in “Letter from Birmingham Jail” is when King mentions 

in many different forms that “the urge for freedom will eventually come” to make African 

Americans feel more obligated to participate in the direct action in order to grasp their freedom 

(King).  

The rhetorical language that the creature uses is also critical in how it helped make his 

argument more credible and significant. Like Dr. King, the creature uses a sophisticated 

language to make himself sound credible by speaking more properly than what his physical 

features would suggest. Although the creature was only able to create muffled sounds out of his 

mouth in the beginning of his life, the creature does his best to contrast the first encounter with 

the second encounter by sounding much more educated by saying something like “how, then 

must I be hated, who am miserable beyond all living things” (Shelley 68). Related to Dr. King in 
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his speech, the creature also expresses exaggerated language to emphasize his argument. For 

example, hasty generalization is used by the creature when he says that he is “miserable beyond 

all living things” because although it could be argued that there are other people in the world that 

could be more miserable than the monster including Victor at the end, the creature states this in 

hopes that his feeling of solidarity justifies his actions of revenge (Shelley 69). While this hasty 

generalization would normally undermine his speech, since the creature used a specific scenario 

to appeal to Victor’s secret loneliness, it was effective. The creature also uses slippery slope 

when he mentions that he will be happy and harmless after a female creature is made for him 

because it is possible that the creature may not be really satisfied and will want to back to 

civilization as a way to continue in his pursuit of companionship which Victor can relate to 

(Shelley 105). Although it is not certain what will occur in the future, the creature mentions how 

Victor creating a female companion for him will make him happy to make Victor pity the 

creature into making a female for him since he is lonely and miserable. Similar to Dr. King’s 

homily speech, the creature also uses a biblical tone throughout the story to increase the 

justification of the monster defying the law in response to society shutting him out. By saying 

“shall” frequently throughout the speech, the creature makes Victor feel obligated to listen and 

agree with his side of the story since in a way, it is Victor’s fault since he “sport thus with life” 

(Shelley 68). As a result of the sophistication and overemphasis of the argument, Victor was able 

to feel compassion for the creature even if it was for a few seconds and shows how persuasive 

the creature is when proving his case (Shelley 106).  

While the speeches of Dr. King and the creature both were in response to society 

oppressing them, they both responded in different manners. King responded by performing civil 

disobedience where they were peacefully and non-violently protesting the unjust laws. While the 
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non-violent protests unintentionally led to violence, “Letter from Birmingham Jail” gave African 

Americans a reason to demonstrate civil disobedience in order to promote just laws in their 

society. Even though that the idea of non-violent protests seemed difficult, King was able to 

successfully persuade the audience being African Americans to join his cause through his use of 

rhetorical strategies in his letter. After King was released from jail, the protesters continued 

working to improve the oppressive situation in Birmingham, and more supporters came for the 

cause as a result of the letter (Maranzani). The letter became a prominent piece for the 

fundraising efforts leading up to the March on Washington as well as the basis for King’s book 

Why We Can’t Wait (Maranzani). King’s letter proved to be successful because the non-violent 

direct action is what led to the desegregation of the society and justice throughout the United 

States.  

While the speeches are similar in the structure and rhetorical language that was used, they 

differ in the mode of action that was used after the speech. Unlike King’s method of non-

violence, the creature responds to a cold-hearted society with violence. Usually after the 

rejection of society letting the creature interact with it, fury clouds his mind and the creature acts 

upon the anger. For instance, after Felix beat the creature out of the house, rather than feeling 

despair, the creature’s “feelings were those of rage and revenge” and the only solution that he 

sees from the rejection is to be at war with humans (Shelley 97). While loneliness is not an 

excuse for murder, in the creature’s speech, he was able to successfully persuade Victor as well 

as readers into thinking that his mode of action was appropriate in that certain situation 

(Newman). As a result, Victor, feeling compelled to give the creature a companion, agrees to 

create a female for the creature. Frankenstein’s creature’s speech was also persuasive by using 

rhetorical strategies similar to Dr. King because he spoke in a way that most appealed to Victor, 
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although both speeches took a while for the audience to be completely convinced. While a 

female creature was promised, Victor destroyed it thinking of the possible children that could 

result from the two creatures, and the creature decides to go on a killing spree. In the end, the 

violence does not help the injustice that the creature is going through and is still felt being 

incomplete at the end of the story, leading to his downfall. This shows how intentions are 

meaningless if the mode of actions is not appropriate enough to change the unjust laws. 

Even though the speeches were written in a time period different from today, unjust laws 

where people feel outside of society can still be seen today. For instance, voting rights continue 

being oppressed to minorities by the restrictions that are being implemented over the past 

decade. Racial gerrymandering is an example of where the majority draws boundaries in a way 

that splits up the minority population and gives the majority party an advantage in winning an 

election. The interpretation of the law has also been an issue. Since the decision of Shelby 

County v. Holder, a change in the voting laws of the state does not need to go to court in order 

for it to be amended. As a result, it created provisions such as online voting registration, early 

voting, Sunday voting, and same-day registration were removed from many states (Rutenberg). 

In Rutenberg’s article, he used similar strategies in order to make people have sympathy for this 

issue such as pathos and direct address. For instance, he repeatedly quotes King and Barber 

saying “This is our Selma” to give reader a sense of purpose in the reasoning behind the article 

as well as to bring solidarity with the people who feel the same way (Rutenberg). In addition, he 

also argues that the war on drugs has restricted minorities of voting rights because although 

criminals are stripped from their citizen privileges, the war on drugs has been specifically 

targeted minorities (Rutenberg). As a result, from the edited interpretations of the law, the law 

excludes more people from being involved in society. Although rather than resolving matters 
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through violence like Frankenstein’s monster, the oppressed are making their oppression more 

publically known. While the progress since Frankenstein’s creature and King’s time is 

significant, there is more work to be done in order to continue to implement just laws in a 

society. 

Although the creature’s speech and Martin Luther King Jr.’s “Letter from Birmingham 

Jail” had different modes of actions for how they reacted to society oppressing them, both 

speeches argue how defiance to unjust law is necessary and use literary devices in order to sway 

their audience to agree with their motives and response. Martin Luther King Jr. and the creature 

both use pathos by emphasizing the purpose of their argument to receive empathy from the 

audience. They also use a form of language to create a powerful influence as well as making 

their argument as credible as possible. Even though the modes of actions resulted in different 

outcomes, they were both brave enough to notice the unjust law and respond in a way that will 

end all injustice.  
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Reflection 

Before turning in my final paper, I checked over the comments and tried to understand 

what made sense to me. After internalizing how much work needed to done, I decided to wait 

until I met with Professor Starr to make sure that I knew exactly what to do. After speaking to 

Professor Starr, I realized that my thesis only talked about the rhetorical strategies that Dr. King 

and the creature did, but I never specified that the rhetorical strategies were similar. However, 

because it would make my paper stronger, I decided to change my thesis so that it would show 

that while they did not always have the same strategies, they did have a lot that was worth 

mentioning. After editing the thesis, I worked on fixing some of the sentences that were unclear, 

introducing some authors as I embed some of the quotes, made the paragraphs more connected to 

each other in how some rhetorical strategies are similar in each speech, and amended the 

paragraph discussing why it matters. I also tried to strengthen the contrasting paragraphs by 

making it more than a summary. After I finished all that, I reread the paper to make sure that 

everything sounds correct, and I format it correctly to submit the paper. 

 

 


